The Chou Civilisation
historical events as to the training in bow shooting and chariot-driving.
Nothing resembling the Book of Annals is to be found in any other literature. It is a collection of ancient documents on the most important historical events, designed to teach the reader what should or should not be done frqm the example of history. The decadence of certain monarch's is shown to be a result of their inability to use history as a mirror capable of guiding their own times. Everything which passed between the sovereign and the various courts of the great feudal state had to be put in writing. This could not fail to influence policy. "A note must be taken of every act," said a minister reproving the Duke of Shuang of Lu: "if your actions go against the law how will your descendants regard them?" Written material of the early Chou period has only survived in very small quantities, however, and this in many cases has been altered, so the inscriptions on the many bronze vases of the period are particularly valuable if we are to attempt to read the true spirit of the age. These inscriptions were often copied from books, so, in spite of the comparative lack of archaeological material, we have accurate texts going back some three thousand years which are comparable to anything found in the sands of Egypt or to the libraries of clay tablets in Babylon.
The authentic passages of the Shu Ching, or Book of Annals, contain speeches made by kings or sovereign princes on certain occasions about acts concerning the foundation of the new state of Lo-yang, about the second Chou residence, exhorting their subjects to be faithful, admonishing new vassals and appealing to members of the Shang family, now in submission, not to foment rebellion. As a sample of these texts we give this appeal by an Emperor to his army chiefs. It is taken from the German translation by Richard Wilhelm:
KAN S  OATH
A great battle was waged under Kan's command. He summoned his six army leaders. The Emperor spoke:
201e third polished up the style and the fourth gave it its final form.
